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Reading 1, Genesis 15,1-6; 21,1-3 * Psalm 104 * Reading 2, Hebrews 11,8.11-12.17-19 * Gospel, Luke
2,22-40

The Sunday included in the Octave is the right moment to look at the Family in which Jesus has been
welcomed and by which he has been lovingly served! In it he grew up as a Son, in it he learnt how to live,
love, serve, to obey, to prey, to work and suffer! This contemplation becomes help for us in order to pause to
consider the way in which our families live, and to thank God for that communion that we are able to enjoy in
them.

Here is the family of which Jesus has become the center! Mary and Joseph, faithful to the traditions of the
people, know that their son, their first-born, has to be dedicated to God. This rite is part of their life in order to
remind that they are not their own masters, so they are not masters of the life of the son they are taking care
of, too! The act with which they dedicate the son reminds also of the fact that they are part of a people, a
people that is directed towards God and responsible in front of Him of a great mission among the other
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peoples on Earth! Those two parents could not resist the temptation to say: <We can take care of ourselves!>
or even: <We let everybody do as they please>, as to make themselves not involved, and then not part of the
joys and the sufferings of others.

It is not by chance that the first and the second readings are driving our attention back to the persons of
Abraham and Sarah, with their desire to have a child, even if they are now old! And a child they had or, more
precisely, they were given. The forefather of the people will pass on his descendants this attitude of humility:
he will never brag about having a child, but he will always say that he was given one! This is the humble
wisdom that goes with the parents, faithful to God, about their attitude towards their children, before and after
their birth, when they need to make a choice.

The son that Abraham and Sarah are given, is not coming from clever and logic planning, but only from their
faith. They trusted God able to give them a son and to give to this son a heart that will have carried on the
same faith in Him as theirs, that will spread in the world His knowledge and His glory! They wanted a son
because of God and in preparation for Him! When they finally had him during their late days, they thanked
Him.

Mary and Joseph thank God for their baby, recognizing that He is, first of all, His. There are true spouses,
helping each other to understand and to do God’s will in order to welcome Jesus and offer Him to the world.
This is why they bring Him to the temple, in Jerusalem.

Here two unexpected events happen: a man and a woman, elderly, enlightened by who-knows-which light,
know their baby, know that his presence is joy for everybody, that his coming is the good news awaited for
centuries! Simeon knows as well that the baby will not have an easy life, on the contrary, he will bring
division among his own people and he will be cause of suffering even for his own mother. The odd words of
these two elderly people echo those of the angels to Mary, to Joseph, to the shepherds! The two spouses, even
if they are amazed, are not scared nor become proud of themselves. They are doing their “duty” and then they
will carry on with their simple and hidden life in Nazareth. They are centered on the baby given to them by
God. What really matters is what God accomplishes in him, not what men say about him: there will be a lot of
talking!

First of all, Christian families can rejoice because they are blessed by God and they are a place blessed by the
presence of that same Jesus that was with Mary and Joseph! Will you be able, along with your family, to make
some time to prey, so to receive from the Father the same spirit of love, peace, harmony, that was present in
Nazareth? Will you try to be careful to see the members of your family like God sees them? And to give thank
for them? If you are a parent, you will see yourself as the tool of which the Father makes use in order to make
himself known to your children: you will try to imitate him, then! Are you a son or a daughter? Will you see
Jesus as the image of the true son that grows in wisdom, age and grace? Will you be able to organize your
growing up in order to be always united to him?

In your family will make their nest the Father’s love, the Son’s obedience and the peace of the Spirit! In this
way, your family will become true image of the communion of the Three divine Persons!

In primo piano
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https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/28
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/franais,62/je_suis_celui_qui_est,224.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/broschures,224.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_celui_qui_est,476.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/soixante-dix-sept_fois,204.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/il_les_appela_apotres,221.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/en_lui_est_la_vie,222.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/cache_dans_le_nuage,223.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/les_armes_de_l_esprit,225.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/jesus_est_ressuscite_alleluia,226.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/mais_jesus_gardait_le_silence,227.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/marthe_marie_et_jesus,228.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_pardonne,230.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/parle_seigneur,231.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/le_pain_nouveau,232.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_vais_a_la_messe,233.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Ofrancese.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/24
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Calbanese2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kalendarik_pr_vitin_aktua,81/martirve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/shqiptar,78/martir_ve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/5
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/26
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Oinglese.htm
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Cinglese2010.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/brochures,131/way_of_the_cross,673.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/14
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/__,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/op,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,298.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,482.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/op,71/page,203.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CCina2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/38


 Deutsch

Kalender fÃ¼r das laufende Jahr• 
Kleinschriften

Kleinschriften â’�FÃ¼nf Gerstenbroteâ’�♦ 
Einleitung♦ 
Ã�briggebliebene StÃ¼cke♦ 
AbbÃ ♦ 
Befreiungsgebet♦ 
Vater unser - Band 1♦ 
Vater unser - Band 2♦ 
Vater unser - Band 3♦ 
Wie der Tau♦ 
Die Psalmen♦ 
Siebzig mal sieben mal♦ 
Die Hingabe♦ 
Notizen von Vigilius, dem heiligen Bischof von Trient♦ 
Ich gehe zur Messe♦ 
Glaube und Leben♦ 
Du bist mein Sohn♦ 
Er nannte sie Apostel♦ 
Sie fordern Zeichen, sie suchen Weisheit♦ 

• 

Kalender 2008-2011• 

 RomÃ¢n

Calendaristic pentru anul curent• 
Calendare 2010-2011• 

 á�¥á��á� á��á�£á��á��

á��á��á��á��á��á��á��á� á�� á��á��á��á��á��á��á��á� á�� á�¬á��á��á�¡ Cc• 
á��á��á��á��á��á��á��á� á�� 2009-2011• 

 no Brasil

CalendÃ¡rio para o ano corrente• 
CalendÃ¡rios 2008-2010• 
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https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/12
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/deutsch,65/einleitung_fnf_gerstenbro,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/kleinschriften_f_nf_gerstenbrote,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/einleitung,475.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/briggebliebene_st_cke,217.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/abba,205.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/befreiungsgebet,742.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,220.html
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https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_hingabe,210.html
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https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/16
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CRom2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/18
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CGeorgia2011.htm
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http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CBrasil2010.htm
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