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Reading 1, First Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13 * Psalm 22 * Reading 2, Ephesians 5:8-14 * Gospel, John 9:1-41

“You were darkness once”: Saint Paul is speaking to the Christians in Ephesus. This is the grim reality:
without Jesus, we too have been, and still are, “darkness”. The expression “to be darkness” means to live in
the darkness, in the uncertainty, fear, danger, solitude, in an anxiety that becomes anguish, if not desperation.
This could also refer to the behaviour of someone who keeps everything hidden, even his own identity, or
someone who is living a lie. We all know these situations, either because we lived through them or because
we know somebody else who still does. “Now you are light in the Lord” the Apostle continues. Who has
known Jesus and lives with Him is joyful like someone who finally managed to escape an endless tunnel.
Jesus’ love, forgiveness and wisdom are the lamp that sheds light on the meaning of our life and of everything
that happens to us. Jesus’ presence let us become aware of all the people around us, and it lets us understand if
they are a gift to us or an obstacle, if we can trust them and entrust them with our life, or if — unfortunately —
we have to distrust them and defend ourselves from them. When I consciously live with Jesus, I become
strong and persevering, in a way that others find easy to trust in me, and I also become gentle and kind, in a
way that I could even stand annoying people. It is our God the one who Makes us kind and trustworthy. Far
from Him, you could even risk to take “part in the futile works of darkness” that “are shameful even to speak

of”.
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All the Readings of today tell us about this topic of darkness and light. Jesus does that through an amazing
miracle: by chance, He sees a blind man. But He is also aware that His disciples are even more blind than that
man, those disciples that see in that man’s suffering a sin to be punished. The disciples are the ones
interrogating Him in order to understand who is to blame: the one who is born blind or his parents? Jesus
understands that, first of all, His light has to enlighten their minds and their hearts, and that just a few words
are not enough in this case, that they need a visible sign. A sign that will silence them and will make them
think over His true identity: “as long as I am in the world I am the light of the world”.

The sign that Jesus perform is that of the doctors in His times: with spit and soil He makes some mud and
with His fingers dipped in that mud He touches those eyes that cannot see. Then, He commands the blind man
to wash himself in one of the pools of Jerusalem, the one called “of Siloam”. “Siloam” means “sent”, a name
that is clearly referring to Him, Jesus, sent by God the Father in our dark world.

The water, with what that man washed himself in obedience to Jesus’ command, contributes to open his eyes.
That water foreshadows that of the baptism. With the baptism we are enlightened, that is to say we receive
that togetherness with our Lord that frees us from uncertainty, fears, anxieties, in one word from all the fruits
of darkness. This incident helps us to understand our baptism. The blind man is healed by Jesus’ action, but he
has also to obey Him. If he had not gone to the pool, he would not have been healed. Afterwards, in more than
one occasion, he has to justify that recovery, and he has to endure insults and humiliations when he talks
about Jesus with firmness and gratitude. Nobody wants to believe him. Everybody wants to know, but with
this knowledge they intend to condemn Jesus and the man with Him. That man who is not blind any more like
them, because he started to believe in our Lord. He has to stand against everybody: he is a believer now, and
believers are persecuted by those who are still in the darkness. Not even his own parents support him when the
Leaders of the community throw him out. To be rejected by the people who do not welcome Jesus is not a bad
thing, instead it is the right time to be united to our Lord even more consciously and fruitfully. We cannot
complain if we see Christians excluded from some circles: those are the occasions that are offered to them in
which to become true witnesses. So, when we have to endure injustice, we do not lose heart: those are
precious steps towards the Kingdom of Heaven.

Darkness or light? If we stay with God our Lord we are light: we can clearly see the path we are going down,
and we can illuminate it for somebody else as well.

The Reading of David’s summon is also of help in understanding what extent our blindness can go to. Even
Samuel, the famous prophet, with all his knowledge, cannot recognise the person that God has chosen to be
the guide of His people. He has to listen to our Lord and obey Him. Men are always blind, because “they look
at appearances”, while only “Yahweh looks at the heart”.

In these days we regain knowledge of our Baptism. We rejoice in Jesus’ light and we continue to obey Him,
not only because of the danger to go back to the darkness, but above all to be witnesses of the beauty of His
love and of His wisdom, witnessing that He is true Life and the Truth that gives life.
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https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/broschures,224.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_celui_qui_est,476.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/soixante-dix-sept_fois,204.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/il_les_appela_apotres,221.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/en_lui_est_la_vie,222.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/cache_dans_le_nuage,223.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/les_armes_de_l_esprit,225.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/jesus_est_ressuscite_alleluia,226.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/mais_jesus_gardait_le_silence,227.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/marthe_marie_et_jesus,228.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_pardonne,230.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/parle_seigneur,231.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/le_pain_nouveau,232.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_vais_a_la_messe,233.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Ofrancese.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/24
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Calbanese2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kalendarik_pr_vitin_aktua,81/martirve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/shqiptar,78/martir_ve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/5
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/26
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Oinglese.htm
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Cinglese2010.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/brochures,131/way_of_the_cross,673.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/14
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/__,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/op,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,298.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,482.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/op,71/page,203.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CCina2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/38
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e Kalender fAY%r das laufende Jahr
e Kleinschriften
¢ Kleinschriften 4— FAY%nf Gerstenbroted—

¢ Einleitung

¢ A briggebliebene StAlacke
¢ AbbA

¢ Befreiungsgebet

¢ Vater unser - Band 1

¢ Vater unser - Band 2

¢ Vater unser - Band 3

¢ Wie der Tau

¢ Die Psalmen

¢ Siebzig mal sieben mal

¢ Die Hingabe

¢ Notizen von Vigilius. dem heiligen Bischof von Trient

¢ Ich gehe zur Messe

¢ Glaube und Leben

4 Du bist mein Sohn

¢ Er nannte sie Apostel

¢ Sie fordern Zeichen., sie suchen Weisheit

e Kalender 2008-2011
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e Calendare 2010-2011
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E&3 no Brasil

e CalendA;rio para o ano corrente
e CalendA ;rios 2008-2010
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https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/12
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/deutsch,65/einleitung_fnf_gerstenbro,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/kleinschriften_f_nf_gerstenbrote,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/einleitung,475.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/briggebliebene_st_cke,217.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/abba,205.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/befreiungsgebet,742.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,220.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,219.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,218.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/wie_der_tau,206.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_psalmen,208.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/siebzig_mal_sieben_mal,207.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_hingabe,210.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/notizen_von_vigilius_dem_heiligen_bischof_von_trient,209.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/ich_gehe_zur_messe,211.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/glaube_und_leben,212.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/du_bist_mein_sohn,213.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/er_nannte_sie_apostel,214.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/sie_fordern_zeichen_sie_suchen_weisheit,215.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CDe2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/16
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CRom2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/18
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CGeorgia2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/20
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CBrasil2010.htm
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