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Reading 1 IS 7,10-14 Psalm 23 Reading 2 ROM 1,1-7 Gospel MT 1,18-24

Today we are assisted by Mary and Joseph in looking at Jesus. Both of them have lived through a situation
which would have been of deep anxiety for everyone else, going towards the birth of the one who would have
been called their son.

Mary had given her availability to God, through the Angel’s words, and Joseph too, after having been thinking
over the dream in which he was reminded of the same Word of the Prophet which had been announced to
Mary too. The answer they gave to God had not been easy, just because it would have become a reason to be
misunderstood and despised by everyone. Both Joseph and Mary had to keep their eyes constantly fixed on
God, without giving any importance to the reactions of men and their judgement.

Regarding this, they are exceptional examples for us. I realise that every day I need to fight against the
temptation of paying attention of what this or that person might say or think. If I was all oriented to the
Father’s will I would not have to undergo this effort: I would receive mocking and contempt from men, but
the Lord would be my complete safety net.
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Mary and Joseph had to live through the waiting for Jesus with great joy mixed with fear, suffering and
uncertainty derived from the whole environment around them, which was disapproving of their joy. Jesus was
already a sign of contradiction for them even before being born.

For them God’s Word was a certainty and guarantee for their journey, for their purity, for their future: it was
the Word which the prophet Isaiah had addressed a king with, a king who was confident, but incapable of
welcoming God’s signals. In fact, in Isaiah’s times, the king Ahaz did not want to welcome the suggestion to
abandon plans of war to live in peace, relying on the divine promise. This is why he refused with contempt to
ask for a sign from above. The sign was going to be given anyway, not to him, but to the whole people: it is
going to come into the world the one who the prophet calls also “prince of peace”, the one who will couple
together the cougar with the kid, the cow with the bear, the wolf and the lamb.

Mary and Joseph are willing to suffer in order to cooperate with God’s plan, they suffer but do not let
themselves be defeated by the doubt and the hesitancy which would fill the life of any other person if they
were to face a similar situation. Their answer to God is an act of faith, the obedience which experiences effort
before joy.

Saint Paul too knows he had been called to obey God by welcoming Jesus in his life. And, after doing so, he
has realised that this obedience is a gift, a great gift, a new and true life. The Gospel makes grow in us the true
humanity, the fullness of joy and peace. It establishes communion between men in order to experience a
strength and a new joy otherwise unheard of. This is why the apostle takes decisively on the task of
announcing to everyone his faith in Jesus, nay, the obedience to the faith: he is certain that those who will
accept will thank him and God Himself will reward him, because everyone who welcomes the Lord Jesus
becomes glory of the Father. In fact, they who welcome Jesus, for the intervention of the Holy Spirit become
God’s temple, a source of peace and forgiveness, a place of conciliation for men.

They who welcome Jesus become, like Mary and Joseph, a new humanity. They who welcome Jesus do not
receive the promise that everything will be easy, on the contrary, they will experience the suffering of being
rejected, a suffering which is both psychological and spiritual, and they will also see practical difficulties, but
they will take everything on as an opportunity to give testimony to Jesus, the source of true and eternal life,
source of selfless love. Their joy cannot be taken away from them!
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Calendario cinque pani Ù¾Ø§Ù�Ú� Ø±Ù�Ù¹Û� Ú©Û�Ù�Ù�Ú�• 

 Deutsch

Kalender fÃ¼r das laufende Jahr• 
Kleinschriften

Kleinschriften â–�FÃ¼nf Gerstenbroteâ–�♦ 
Einleitung♦ 
Ã�briggebliebene StÃ¼cke♦ 
AbbÃ ♦ 
Befreiungsgebet♦ 
Vater unser - Band 1♦ 
Vater unser - Band 2♦ 

• 
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https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/cache_dans_le_nuage,223.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/les_armes_de_l_esprit,225.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/jesus_est_ressuscite_alleluia,226.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/mais_jesus_gardait_le_silence,227.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/marthe_marie_et_jesus,228.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_pardonne,230.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/parle_seigneur,231.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/le_pain_nouveau,232.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_vais_a_la_messe,233.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Ofrancese.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/24
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Calbanese2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kalendarik_pr_vitin_aktua,81/martirve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/shqiptar,78/martir_ve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/5
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/26
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Oinglese.htm
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Cinglese2010.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/brochures,131/way_of_the_cross,673.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/14
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/__,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/op,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,298.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,482.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/op,71/page,203.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CCina2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/38
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/12
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/deutsch,65/einleitung_fnf_gerstenbro,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/kleinschriften_f_nf_gerstenbrote,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/einleitung,475.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/briggebliebene_st_cke,217.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/abba,205.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/befreiungsgebet,742.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,220.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,219.html


Vater unser - Band 3♦ 
Wie der Tau♦ 
Die Psalmen♦ 
Siebzig mal sieben mal♦ 
Die Hingabe♦ 
Notizen von Vigilius, dem heiligen Bischof von Trient♦ 
Ich gehe zur Messe♦ 
Glaube und Leben♦ 
Du bist mein Sohn♦ 
Er nannte sie Apostel♦ 
Sie fordern Zeichen, sie suchen Weisheit♦ 
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 no Brasil

CalendÃ¡rio para o ano corrente• 
CalendÃ¡rios 2008-2010• 
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https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_psalmen,208.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/siebzig_mal_sieben_mal,207.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_hingabe,210.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/notizen_von_vigilius_dem_heiligen_bischof_von_trient,209.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/ich_gehe_zur_messe,211.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/glaube_und_leben,212.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/du_bist_mein_sohn,213.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/er_nannte_sie_apostel,214.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/sie_fordern_zeichen_sie_suchen_weisheit,215.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CDe2011.htm
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