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Reading 1 SIR 35,12-14.16-18 Psalm 33 Reading 2 2TM 4,6-8.16-18 Gospel LK 18,9-14

“The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds”! These words encourage us to continue our journey of faith,
despite the many sufferings which are trying to discourage us, depress us, take our strength away. There are
sufferings, all the ones described in the book of Sirach, and those Saint Paul has endured, and then even more
we cannot even describe.

The apostle has been abandoned by some disciples of his, who have preferred to go back to a worldly life and
reject the faith. There could not be a greater suffering for those who live all revolves around Jesus. He has
seen in this way many efforts made and hopes going to waste. When someone abandon the faith is like when
they die: people cannot confide in them anymore, they cannot find in them support and solace anymore. Even
worse, people cannot expect from them any spiritual help, and often neither material. People cannot trust them
anymore completely.

This is true, because those who abandon Jesus and distance themselves from His Church do not have the Holy
Spirit anymore, the Spirit of communion which makes us all brethren for each other. There will not be in them
anymore the fruit of faithfulness, nor of mercy, nor of meekness. Today, this suffering of the apostle is shared
by many parish priests, and, in a maybe more intense way, by many parents and grandparents. What can be
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done? Humble prayer, today the Lord is telling us in many different ways. Continue to pray, continue so to be
focused on the Father, because He does not have evil plans, on the contrary! From prayer Saint Paul receives
the strength to continue his testimony in prison, supported only by a few faithful disciples at this point.

How does the prayer need to be? Jesus cannot stop teaching us how to pray, because we, in our relationship
with God, cannot ever reach Him! Today His teaching on how to pray is enriched by a very important detail.
Sometimes we believe that, in order to be heard by God, we need to be perfect, or holy, we believe that, since
we are sinners, God cannot or does not want to listen to us.

This is what Jesus says: God, the Father, is happy to see in front of Him sinners, and He meets them just when
they recognise they need His mercy. In order to help us understand this, He gives us an example in which He
is showing us two different people praying. Right away we understand what He thinks: it is not enough to say
nice lines addressed to God, because what truly matters is the heart. God continues to look at the man’s heart.
If in the heart there are accusation and condemnation of others, the prayer which leaves that heart is not a
prayer, but pride which hurts God’s heart in the same way as blasfemy. If in the heart there is a desire of
boasting, showing off, being noticed, that heart is disgusting for God. When we pray, let us pay attention to
the heart. Do we want what the Father desires? The Father desires to see in us His own love for men, a
merciful and sympathetic love.

First of all, in true prayer we can see that we are still very far from God, so we ask that He Himself may come
closer to us with His forgiveness. We can ask for the same thing for our brothers as well, even for those who
are clearly far from observing the commandments and from the communion of God’s people.

When our prayer does not make us grow in humility, the people who are criticising and despising us are right
by saying that praying is a waste of time. The times for praying will be occasions in which the realisation of
being sinners, and, consequently, our mercy towards everyone, grow: then our praying reaches the goal, our
transformation and our communion with the Father and His Son!
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e Kalender fAYr das laufende Jahr
e Kleinschriften
¢ Kleinschriften &— FAYnf Gerstenbroted—
¢ Einleitung
¢ A briggebliebene StAlacke
¢ AbbA
¢ Befreiungsgebet
¢ Vater unser - Band 1
¢ Vater unser - Band 2
¢ Vater unser - Band 3
¢ Wie der Tau

SCRITTI IN ALTRE LINGUE


https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/jesus_est_ressuscite_alleluia,226.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/mais_jesus_gardait_le_silence,227.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/marthe_marie_et_jesus,228.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_pardonne,230.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/parle_seigneur,231.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/le_pain_nouveau,232.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_vais_a_la_messe,233.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Ofrancese.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/24
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Calbanese2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kalendarik_pr_vitin_aktua,81/martirve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/shqiptar,78/martir_ve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/5
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/26
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Oinglese.htm
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Cinglese2010.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/brochures,131/way_of_the_cross,673.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/14
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/__,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/op,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,298.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,482.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/op,71/page,203.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CCina2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/38
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/12
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/deutsch,65/einleitung_fnf_gerstenbro,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/kleinschriften_f_nf_gerstenbrote,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/einleitung,475.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/briggebliebene_st_cke,217.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/abba,205.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/befreiungsgebet,742.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,220.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,219.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,218.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/wie_der_tau,206.html
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¢ Die Psalmen

¢ Siebzig mal sieben mal
¢ Die Hingabe
¢ Notizen von Vigilius. dem heiligen Bischof von Trient

¢ Ich gehe zur Messe
¢ Glaube und Leben

4 Du bist mein Sohn

¢ Er nannte sie Apostel

¢ Sie fordern Zeichen., sie suchen Weisheit
e Kalender 2008-2011
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e Calendaristic pentru anul curent
e Calendare 2010-2011
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e CalendA;rio para o ano corrente
e CalendA;rios 2008-2010
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SCRITTI IN ALTRE LINGUE


https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_psalmen,208.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/siebzig_mal_sieben_mal,207.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_hingabe,210.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/notizen_von_vigilius_dem_heiligen_bischof_von_trient,209.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/ich_gehe_zur_messe,211.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/glaube_und_leben,212.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/du_bist_mein_sohn,213.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/er_nannte_sie_apostel,214.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/sie_fordern_zeichen_sie_suchen_weisheit,215.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CDe2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/16
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CRom2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/18
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CGeorgia2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/20
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CBrasil2010.htm
mailto:fgr@cinquepani.it
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