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Reading 1 JER 38,4-6.8-10 * Psalm 39 * Reading 2 HEB 12,1-4 * Gospel LK 12,49-53

“Why do you not judge for yourselves what is right?””. With these words Jesus closes the conversation,
challenging and maybe even painful for the crowds that were listening to it.

He knows that all of His listeners have some criteria for judging things, but they use them only in regard of
the material ones. All of them, for example, looking at the weather, can tell, from the direction of the wind or
from the temperature, if it is going to be good weather or bad weather. Nobody instead wants to use their
discretion to evaluate facts and draw conclusions. Nobody wants to say: since Jesus is freeing the oppressed,
letting the blind see again, announcing joy to the poor, then this means that He is the promised Messiah, the
one sent by God! Nobody dares to say that: everyone is waiting for the chiefs or the scribes to take sides, or
the most religious people, like the Pharisees. All of them are afraid to jump to conclusions by themselves. The
consequences of a healthy judgment in fact, when they will come, will create division even among the dearest
people, someone will become a persecutor, in some cases there will even be the risk of death. The first to die
is going to be Jesus Himself! He is waiting for this moment, and He is waiting for it not like it was a disgrace,
but like a baptism, so a new beginning, a passage to a new life for Himself and to new circumstances for the
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whole world. He knows that His passion and death will give start to a movement that is similar to the fire
burning through a forest! Everything will be different! A fire means purification, is preparing the space for
new things, and is light that brightens the night.

Jesus is eagerly waiting for this fire to rage, a fire brought by Him. It is the gospel, the new life of the Spirit,
the joyful life of whom knows to be loved by the Father: this news will produce envy, jealousy, rage. Many
will show themselves as wolves ready to attack those who live this joyful life following the Lamb and living
like lambs!

This situation is not new, already Jeremiah and many prophets have experienced it. The first reading shows us
the moment in which the prophet Jeremiah is persecuted. He has hoped in the Lord, as the Psalm sings: “/
have waited, waited for the Lord, and he stooped toward me... He drew me out of the pit of destruction, ... he
made firm my steps”. Really Jesus can pray like this, because He has been set free from death, in a surprising
way: He has been freed after entering it, after having experienced it. He is greater than the prophets, His
baptism is complete: He has got in and out of the waters of death with the resurrection, without the need for
men to free Him, as happened in Jeremiah's case! He is in front of our eyes on the cross and has taken his seat
at the right of the throne of God! We keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, we think of the different phases of His
story lived among the sinners. In this way we are constantly strengthened and prepared to take on our struggle
against sin and the struggle to live among the resistance that our faith meets. The author of the letter to the
Hebrews pushes us to go “running” without hesitation towards that faith that is Jesus' work, and that He has
perfected in us, and has been lived, to the point of shedding their blood, by so great a cloud of witnesses.

With the example of these we too will be really able, without fear and hesitation, to judge by ourselves what is
right.

It is right for You, Jesus, to guide our life. You have offered Yourself to death for us, You have not been
ashamed to call us Your brothers notwithstanding our sins, You have brought a controversial peace on earth. I
offer myself to You: if I will find the cross, I know that You too are there carrying it, and I will not be afraid!
I will be able to say to You: “Though I am afflicted and poor, yet the Lord thinks of me!”.
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https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/cache_dans_le_nuage,223.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/les_armes_de_l_esprit,225.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/jesus_est_ressuscite_alleluia,226.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/mais_jesus_gardait_le_silence,227.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/marthe_marie_et_jesus,228.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_pardonne,230.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/parle_seigneur,231.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/le_pain_nouveau,232.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_vais_a_la_messe,233.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Ofrancese.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/24
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Calbanese2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kalendarik_pr_vitin_aktua,81/martirve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/shqiptar,78/martir_ve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/5
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/26
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Oinglese.htm
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Cinglese2010.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/brochures,131/way_of_the_cross,673.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/14
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/__,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/op,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,298.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,482.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/op,71/page,203.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CCina2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/38
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/12
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/deutsch,65/einleitung_fnf_gerstenbro,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/kleinschriften_f_nf_gerstenbrote,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/einleitung,475.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/briggebliebene_st_cke,217.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/abba,205.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/befreiungsgebet,742.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,220.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,219.html

18/08/2019 &— 20th Sunday in O. T. Year C

¢ Vater unser - Band 3
¢ Wie der Tau
¢ Die Psalmen

Siebzig mal sieben mal
¢ Die Hingabe
¢ Notizen von Vigilius. dem heiligen Bischof von Trient

¢ Ich gehe zur Messe

¢ Glaube und Leben

4 Du bist mein Sohn

¢ Er nannte sie Apostel

¢ Sie fordern Zeichen. sie suchen Weisheit

e Kalender 2008-2011

B BRomA¢n

e Calendaristic pentru anul curent
e Calendare 2010-2011
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E&3 no Brasil

e CalendA;rio para o ano corrente
e CalendA;rios 2008-2010
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https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,218.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/wie_der_tau,206.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_psalmen,208.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/siebzig_mal_sieben_mal,207.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_hingabe,210.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/notizen_von_vigilius_dem_heiligen_bischof_von_trient,209.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/ich_gehe_zur_messe,211.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/glaube_und_leben,212.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/du_bist_mein_sohn,213.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/er_nannte_sie_apostel,214.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/sie_fordern_zeichen_sie_suchen_weisheit,215.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CDe2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/16
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CRom2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/18
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/18
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CGeorgia2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/20
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CBrasil2010.htm
mailto:fgr@cinquepani.it
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