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World Mission Day

Reading 1 Is 45,1.4-6 * Psalm 95 * Reading 2 1THES 1,1-5 * Gospel MT 22,15-21

The Word Jesus is gifting us today has become an expression. It has left amazed and silenced His enemies,
who were certain they had laid an infallible trap for the Master who was attracting crowds thanks to His
amiable and honest words. In a way to catch Him undoubtedly, they design such a question that needs to be
met by an answer always reproachable. The two parties usually enemies have struck an alliance, the Pharisees
and the Herodians. If an answer was satisfactory for one party, it would be unacceptable for the other. In
addition, they manage to make the disciples of the two parties approach Him: the leaders are not showing
themselves, in any case afraid to put up a bad show in front of the people. In order to start the conversation
and put Jesus in a condition of talking without restraints, they fake to be strong admirers of His. With a lying
disposition they are actually telling the truth: “we know that you are a truthful man and that you teach the way
of God in accordance with the truth. And you are not concerned with anyone’s opinion”. They are really
clever, but Jesus, because He knows them, is aware right away of their malice, and even more when they ask
the fatal question: “Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?”.
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Jesus understands that if He was to say “yes”, He would let the Pharisees criticise Him and He would become
unpopular among the people, if He was to say “no” instead, the Herodians would be the ones to drag Him in a
tribunal and accuse Him to call for a rebellion. But Jesus is not doing calculations: He has no intention of
saying either yes or no. The Lord looks at the tangible. What do those who are in front of Him have in their
pockets, both the parties? Are they not making use for their businesses and their needs of the very coins
coming from Caesar, and therefore of His officers and the buildings he builds and manages? This is the truth:
their listeners, both the parties, hold in their pockets the Emperor’s coins, even if they are showing his portrait
with inscription, a blasphemy for every good Jew. The image of a man was prohibited to the Jews, but they
were keeping it in their pockets. The inscription you could read on the coins then was showing, next to the
name, also the divine title of the Emperor: an authentic blasphemy if there was one.

At this point it is easy for Jesus to say: “Give back to Caesar his things”! This answer might also mean to pay
him for the services they make use of, and therefore pay taxes. Jesus has no doubt that God Himself can make
use of the authority of the government, even if pagan, as back in the days He had made use of Cyrus, king of
Persia, when He had given him the task to let the people of Israel go back, after having it transferred to
Babylon, helping it even to rebuild the temple. The Herodians then cannot disapprove Him, even less
condemn Him.

But Jesus adds to everyone's surprise: “Give back to God what is His”. Is there anything that does not belong
to God and has not been given by Him? What was Jesus thinking about? “Give to the Lord glory and praise”
the psalm advises. “What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord, I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people.” (Psalm
116). We owe the Lord our heart, our life, everything: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”

No Caesar can take God's place  in the heart of the man who loves Him. The Pharisees find themselves left
behind by this answer in regard to their own desire to be religious. And we continue peacefully to be
law-abiding citizens, and to cooperate with all our strengths to the Kingdom of God, we continue to live and
offer the gospel to the men we meet. In fact, we still sing today in the Psalm:  “Say among the nations: The
Lord is king! »”. In this way we make our nation beautiful and we are useful to all our fellow citizens.

Let us live our mission and the mission of the Church in the world in this double way: we love the Lord with
all our heart by cooperating to make healthy and liveable the society of men we live in. Today we pray for the
missionaries, who carry everywhere to every people the knowledge of the Father who loves everyone and
gives everybody the joy and strength to be brethren for one another. And not only we pray for this, but we
ourselves will live looking at the Father as His children who work in His vineyard.
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Calendario cinque pani Ù¾Ø§Ù�Ú� Ø±Ù�Ù¹Û� Ú©Û�Ù�Ù�Ú�• 

 Deutsch

Kalender fÃ¼r das laufende Jahr• 
Kleinschriften

Kleinschriften â–�FÃ¼nf Gerstenbroteâ–�♦ 
Einleitung♦ 

• 
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https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/broschures,224.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_celui_qui_est,476.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/soixante-dix-sept_fois,204.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/il_les_appela_apotres,221.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/en_lui_est_la_vie,222.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/cache_dans_le_nuage,223.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/les_armes_de_l_esprit,225.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/jesus_est_ressuscite_alleluia,226.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/mais_jesus_gardait_le_silence,227.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/marthe_marie_et_jesus,228.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_pardonne,230.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/parle_seigneur,231.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/le_pain_nouveau,232.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_vais_a_la_messe,233.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Ofrancese.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/24
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Calbanese2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kalendarik_pr_vitin_aktua,81/martirve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/shqiptar,78/martir_ve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/5
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/26
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Oinglese.htm
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Cinglese2010.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/brochures,131/way_of_the_cross,673.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/14
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/__,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/op,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,298.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,482.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/op,71/page,203.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CCina2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/38
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/12
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/deutsch,65/einleitung_fnf_gerstenbro,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/kleinschriften_f_nf_gerstenbrote,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/einleitung,475.html


Ã�briggebliebene StÃ¼cke♦ 
AbbÃ ♦ 
Befreiungsgebet♦ 
Vater unser - Band 1♦ 
Vater unser - Band 2♦ 
Vater unser - Band 3♦ 
Wie der Tau♦ 
Die Psalmen♦ 
Siebzig mal sieben mal♦ 
Die Hingabe♦ 
Notizen von Vigilius, dem heiligen Bischof von Trient♦ 
Ich gehe zur Messe♦ 
Glaube und Leben♦ 
Du bist mein Sohn♦ 
Er nannte sie Apostel♦ 
Sie fordern Zeichen, sie suchen Weisheit♦ 

Kalender 2008-2011• 

 RomÃ¢n

Calendaristic pentru anul curent• 
Calendare 2010-2011• 

 á”¥á”�á” á”�á”£á”�á”�

á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á” á”� á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á” á”� á”¬á”�á”�á”¡ Cc• 
á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á” á”� 2009-2011• 

 no Brasil

CalendÃ¡rio para o ano corrente• 
CalendÃ¡rios 2008-2010• 
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https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/briggebliebene_st_cke,217.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/abba,205.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/befreiungsgebet,742.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,220.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,219.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,218.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/wie_der_tau,206.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_psalmen,208.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/siebzig_mal_sieben_mal,207.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_hingabe,210.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/notizen_von_vigilius_dem_heiligen_bischof_von_trient,209.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/ich_gehe_zur_messe,211.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/glaube_und_leben,212.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/du_bist_mein_sohn,213.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/er_nannte_sie_apostel,214.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/sie_fordern_zeichen_sie_suchen_weisheit,215.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CDe2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/16
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CRom2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/18
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CGeorgia2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/20
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CBrasil2010.htm
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