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Reading 1 Jeremiah 20,7-9 Psalm 62/63 Reading 2 Romans 12,1-2 Gospel Matthew 16,21-27

Last Sunday we could see the Disciples paying attention to the unexpected words Jesus was addressing to
Peter, in promising him the keys of the new kingdom that God was going to start on Earth, the kingdom that
had the Church as a visible  and even invincible core: there was no sign of an army, and still not even the
underworld would be able to overthrow it. Today we can hear Jesus continuing the same conversation
announcing His passion and His death. In order to reach the glory that God will bestow upon Him, and to
establish the announced kingdom, he will have to go through humiliation and pain, human failure and defeat.
All this seems impossible to us. We are not surprised if Peter has taken the floor in order to express to the
Master every word we would have said and wanted to say to Him, too: “Heaven preserve you, Lord, this must
not happen to you”! When do we willingly accept the announcement of a failure or the news of a persecution?
Peter strongly disagrees, talking to Jesus face to face, taking Him aside not to let anyone else hear his rebuke.
We can hear that Jesus, this time, is neither patient nor tender with the disciple. He gives him an order and a
title that we would have never expected: “Get behind me, Satan!”. The disciple was putting himself before the
Master, exchanging roles. Go back to your place, Jesus loudly tells him. Acting like this, not only you are like
Satan, you are putting yourself in his place. He is the one that is always exchanging roles, taking God’s place
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to guide men’s life in his own way. It is Satan that promises happiness on this Earth, that raises expectations
of glory and greatness, money and pleasures, but only in order to ruin the soul of whoever pays attention to
him. And then Jesus explains why He spoke in such a hard way: Peter acted as a spokesperson for the
common way of thinking, spread by selfish and conceited men, making clear that his thinking is everything
but spiritual, is not based on God’s Word, it does not match the prophets’ revelations, it does not bring love.

Jesus’ disciples have not received the Holy Spirit yet, we can clearly understand that. They need to prepare
themselves to receive It, and then He forewarns them. If they try to save themselves without help, with their
own strengths, from the difficulties and the troubles, they will incur in sufferings even greater. If they try to
save themselves by themselves, they are declaring that they do not want a saviour, the one coming from God,
that they do not want Jesus. To get to salvation by ourselves is an illusion, it is the easy way that it is
promoted by the world, so to speak by all the religions of the world. Buddhism and Hinduism teach how to
save ourselves with mental and physical exercises, other contemporary religions teach how to save ourselves
with rituals and other magical practices, Islam deludes us into thinking that we can save ourselves with
practical actions, but above all by adhering to a formula and to a man that dictated it.

However, we will not be saved from sin, that is the origin and the source of all evil. They do not even know
what sin is, the disobedience oppressing human beings and making them oppressors. Jesus came to save us
exactly from sin. This is the reason why He asks us to follow Him and to follow Him on an unique path,
different from those of the world. “If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take
up his cross and follow me”: these are words that contradict all the desires of whom is searching for his own
wellbeing using creams and gestures accompanied by strange words coming from Indian atheism. To
renounce ourselves? This is going against the tide indeed. Do you want joy? Distrust yourself, that is to say
your pleasures and your ambitions. Do you want to be a gift from God for others? Do not follow your desires,
but those of Jesus, even if this costs pain, cross and death. True love, both that you think you can receive from
others and that you think you can give, will bring you to die to yourselves, to your desires, to your instincts.

Jesus’ teaching will be accepted by us when we will be in love with Him. Then “there seemed to be a fire
burning in my heart” that cannot be contained. Jeremiah had an experience like that, when he says: “You have
seduced me, Yahweh, and I have let myself be seduced”. We let ourselves to be seduced by our God’s love, by
Jesus’ love, to the point to joyfully carry the cross. This is our “worship”, as Saint Paul refers to it, he who
urges us “to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, dedicated and acceptable to God”.

Every day we remember this offering of ours, when we cross ourselves. This is the declaration that we want to
renounce ourselves in order to love Jesus. Let you cross yourself saying, instead of the usual words, this: “let
you renounce yourself and take up your cross and follow me”. This will help you. Let us repeat in crossing
our own body: “let you renounce yourself and take up your cross and follow me”. We will avoid hearing Jesus
saying to us what he had to say to Peter. We will truly become his co-operators in building His spiritual
building, the Church.
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Homilies 2002-2011• 
Calendar 2008-2010• 
Brochures• 

å�¨ä¸−å��

æ�¥æ��æ�¬å¹´åº¦ .cC• 
å°�å��å−� Op

å°�å��å−� Op♦ 
æ��å¤§å�©å”³æ��å£«♦ 
1. æ�� é“� çº² è¦“♦ 
2. ç¬¬ä¸–è®²Â·æ�¥è·�é��æ��Â·♦ 

• 

æ�¥æ�� 2008-2011• 

 Urdu

Calendario cinque pani Ù¾Ø§Ù�Ú� Ø±Ù�Ù¹Û� Ú©Û�Ù�Ù�Ú�• 

 Deutsch

Kalender fÃ¼r das laufende Jahr• 
Kleinschriften• 
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https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/28
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/franais,62/je_suis_celui_qui_est,224.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/broschures,224.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_celui_qui_est,476.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/soixante-dix-sept_fois,204.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/il_les_appela_apotres,221.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/en_lui_est_la_vie,222.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/cache_dans_le_nuage,223.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/les_armes_de_l_esprit,225.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/jesus_est_ressuscite_alleluia,226.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/mais_jesus_gardait_le_silence,227.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/marthe_marie_et_jesus,228.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_pardonne,230.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/parle_seigneur,231.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/le_pain_nouveau,232.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_vais_a_la_messe,233.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Ofrancese.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/24
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Calbanese2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kalendarik_pr_vitin_aktua,81/martirve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/shqiptar,78/martir_ve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/5
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/26
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Oinglese.htm
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Cinglese2010.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/brochures,131/way_of_the_cross,673.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/14
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/__,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/op,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,298.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,482.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/op,71/page,203.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CCina2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/38
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/12
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/deutsch,65/einleitung_fnf_gerstenbro,216.html


Kleinschriften â–�FÃ¼nf Gerstenbroteâ–�♦ 
Einleitung♦ 
Ã�briggebliebene StÃ¼cke♦ 
AbbÃ ♦ 
Befreiungsgebet♦ 
Vater unser - Band 1♦ 
Vater unser - Band 2♦ 
Vater unser - Band 3♦ 
Wie der Tau♦ 
Die Psalmen♦ 
Siebzig mal sieben mal♦ 
Die Hingabe♦ 
Notizen von Vigilius, dem heiligen Bischof von Trient♦ 
Ich gehe zur Messe♦ 
Glaube und Leben♦ 
Du bist mein Sohn♦ 
Er nannte sie Apostel♦ 
Sie fordern Zeichen, sie suchen Weisheit♦ 

Kalender 2008-2011• 

 RomÃ¢n

Calendaristic pentru anul curent• 
Calendare 2010-2011• 

 á’¥á’�á’ á’�á’£á’�á’�

á’�á’�á’�á’�á’�á’�á’�á’ á’� á’�á’�á’�á’�á’�á’�á’�á’ á’� á’¬á’�á’�á’¡ Cc• 
á’�á’�á’�á’�á’�á’�á’�á’ á’� 2009-2011• 

 no Brasil

CalendÃ¡rio para o ano corrente• 
CalendÃ¡rios 2008-2010• 
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https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/kleinschriften_f_nf_gerstenbrote,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/einleitung,475.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/briggebliebene_st_cke,217.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/abba,205.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/befreiungsgebet,742.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,220.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,219.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,218.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/wie_der_tau,206.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_psalmen,208.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/siebzig_mal_sieben_mal,207.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_hingabe,210.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/notizen_von_vigilius_dem_heiligen_bischof_von_trient,209.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/ich_gehe_zur_messe,211.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/glaube_und_leben,212.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/du_bist_mein_sohn,213.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/er_nannte_sie_apostel,214.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/sie_fordern_zeichen_sie_suchen_weisheit,215.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CDe2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/16
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CRom2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/18
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CGeorgia2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/20
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CBrasil2010.htm
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