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Baptism of the Lord - B

08/01/2012 – Baptism of the Lord - B

1Reading Is 55, 1-11 Psalm Is 12 2Reading 1 Jn 5, 1-9 Gospel Mk 1, 7-11

The mystery we celebrate today follows the one that revealed the Son of God that had it’s begining by the
angels in Bethlem. Like that day, heaven and earth, that is, angels and shepherds, came together to give glory
to the born Child, today the words of John prepare us tot he voice that comes from above, an unknown voice,
but that all understand from which source it is coming, because no one calls a man son if not his own father: if
the voice comes from above, it is that of God the Father. Then John speaks of the Son as someone who is
powerful, “more powerful than I am”: the reference to the prophesies were clear for those who used to listen
to them every Saturday. He is powerful, he who overcomes the enemy, and the enemy of man is the one who
makes man sin, that is, draw him away from God. The one who is powerful is to come, therefore only he can
overcome sin which had already brought low man, all men, and had taken away from their heart the joy, and
peace from their relationships. The immersion by which John use to make men bathe is only a preparation for
the work which was yet to be fullfilled: “he shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit”. He shall work from within
the heart, change “the hearts of stone into hearts of flesh”, capable to receive the Spirit of God. Again the
prophets are a back ground for these words. Then when Jesus himself came out of the water, where he had
entered with all the other sinners, a double wonder happened: the ascending of the Spirit upon him and the
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voice heard by all “You are my beloved son, in whom I am pleased”. Even these words eco the Sacred
Scriptures: the joy of God is fulfilled because his will of salvation is finally fulfilled. Jesus is the fulfillment of
the plans of God, the carrier of his love for men: in fact, by entering in that water which washed all sinners, he
took up himself their sin. He changes our life: it was only and always an awaited life, now it becomes
enjoyment, peace, and joy.

The joy of the Father reflects on all of creation. Even though evil continues to make us suffer, we know that it
has been overcome and the one who immers us in the warmth of God’s love is here.

The love of God! John, the evangelist, continues to speak to us about it. His First Letter is a hymn to the love
of God. It is a love that almost confuses us, because it creates a circle that unites one and all. God loves us,
and therefore to love means to answer back with love, and who loves God, loves also his brethren, and to love
them one needs to obey the comandments.

These are the demonstration of God’s love for men; love, then, having overcomed the enemy, generates faith,
and faith helps us to fix the eyes of our hearts on the Son of God, on Jesus. He is the greatest gift of God’s
love for us; “the Spirit, water and blood” show us this and convince us that Jesus is all, all the love of the
Father and all that is necessary for the life of his children. “The Spirit, water and blood” is like all that which
forms our life. When we are with Jesus all our being in all it’s components, body, soul and relationships,
family or social, all reach fulfillment: this is shown by the joy and peace we experience. Who confess his sins
and took part in the celebration knows all this and is able to confirm it.

After we have done this experience, we can welcome the invitation of the Lord through the words of the
prophet: “All you who are thristy, come to drink, you who have no money, come; buy and eat; come, buy
without money, without paying, milk and wine. Why do you waiste money on what is not bread, what you
gain does not satisfy you? Come on, listen to me and eat good things and enjoy succulent foods. Give me ear
and come to me, listen to me and you live”.

The on going temptations might carry us away from the source of life, betray us. The bread that satisfy and the
water that quenches, a free gift, are rappresentated by the one who is from the decendency of David, “made a
witness between the peoples, prince and lord over the nations”. He is one like us at Jordan, brought low under
the hand of John, but exhalted by the voice from heaven, he is above us. Let us renew our desire to listen to
him, to love him, never to leave him. The joyful festivity of Christmas shall not be a parenteses of our life, but
a fixed reality, an on going support to that love who changes the world.

In primo piano
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 Urdu

Calendario cinque pani Ù¾Ø§Ù�Ú� Ø±Ù�Ù¹Û� Ú©Û�Ù�Ù�Ú�• 

 Deutsch

Kalender fÃ¼r das laufende Jahr• 
Kleinschriften

Kleinschriften â–�FÃ¼nf Gerstenbroteâ–�♦ 
Einleitung♦ 
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https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/cache_dans_le_nuage,223.html
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https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/le_pain_nouveau,232.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_vais_a_la_messe,233.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Ofrancese.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/24
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Calbanese2011.htm
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https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/5
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/26
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Oinglese.htm
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https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/__,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/op,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,298.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,482.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/op,71/page,203.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CCina2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/38
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/12
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/deutsch,65/einleitung_fnf_gerstenbro,216.html
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Ã�briggebliebene StÃ¼cke♦ 
AbbÃ ♦ 
Befreiungsgebet♦ 
Vater unser - Band 1♦ 
Vater unser - Band 2♦ 
Vater unser - Band 3♦ 
Wie der Tau♦ 
Die Psalmen♦ 
Siebzig mal sieben mal♦ 
Die Hingabe♦ 
Notizen von Vigilius, dem heiligen Bischof von Trient♦ 
Ich gehe zur Messe♦ 
Glaube und Leben♦ 
Du bist mein Sohn♦ 
Er nannte sie Apostel♦ 
Sie fordern Zeichen, sie suchen Weisheit♦ 

Kalender 2008-2011• 

 RomÃ¢n

Calendaristic pentru anul curent• 
Calendare 2010-2011• 

 á”¥á”�á” á”�á”£á”�á”�

á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á” á”� á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á” á”� á”¬á”�á”�á”¡ Cc• 
á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á”�á” á”� 2009-2011• 

 no Brasil

CalendÃ¡rio para o ano corrente• 
CalendÃ¡rios 2008-2010• 
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