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Reading 1 REV 7,2-4.9-14 Psalm 23 Reading 2 1JN3, 1-3 Gospel MT 5,1-12

This feast finds its core meaning in Jesus’ words: “Whoever serves me, the Father will honor”. If those who
have served Jesus are honoured by the Father, we will honour them too. We can find an example in their love
and their service, we receive joy because they are honoured by the Father. They are our brethren, and
therefore the whole family derives joy from their wonderful situation. They are members of Christ’s body,
they are the members which make shine the most the light that the three disciples have admired on the «holy
mountain», nay, the light which was shining on the risen Lord’s face.

The life of these brethren of ours is all summarised in the words Jesus says on the mountain in front of the
crowds. They are the poor in spirit, the meek, they who mourn, they who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, the clean of heart, the merciful, the peacemakers. These words of Jesus’ help us to see why
their life has been and continues to be pleasing to God, not only that, why it continues to be a gift, an
enrichment not only of the Church, but of the whole humanity. On the other hand, their life makes us
understand the true meaning of Jesus’ words. They have lived the Word, and the Word is given us from them
as a way of living followed by men. They truly are the letter Saint Paul is telling us about, God’s letter which
can be understood by everyone, even by illiterate people.
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I enjoy their presence in the Church; I, who stable in my spiritual life, are consoled by their faithfulness, are
inspired by their dedication to testify the presence and the truth of Jesus. By their poverty and obedience I am
helped to take seriously Jesus’ teachings and to see that I too can welcome them and live them. By their
humility and purity of feelings and thoughts I too am helped to be happy of the love Jesus pours on me,
without looking for it among men. By
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