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Ist reading Am 6,1.4-7 * from Psalm 145 * 27 reading 1Tm 6,11-16 * Gospel Lk 16,19-31

Today’s readings continue the theme of last Sunday, the reflection of richness, that instead of uniting the sons
of God, divides them. The prophet Amos describes us the selfishness of the rich of those living in Jerusalem at
the moment of a great economic crisis which was making the all the poor suffer. The rich did not want to
suffer and do not want to be aware of the suffering of the others. The prophet however inform them: the
calamity will be on them than on the others.

Jesus amplifies the discourse. He recounts a parable primarily to the Pharisees who considered themselves as
being in the place of God, but they demonstrated themselves without heart for the others. In the parable two
persons are opposed to one another. First the rich with his huge richness shown in the clothes and his
behavior. A rich who uses his eyes to recognize the special designed clothes and the tables full of food, but he
does not use them to see the poor who are near him, lying in front of his chair. The latter puts his trust in God,
as his name reveals “Lazarus”, and he receives the caresses only from the dogs. We do not know if Jesus
thinks only of the animals retained as unclean, or if he wishes to allude even to the pagans, called ‘dogs” by
the Jews.
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In the two of them, they are still human beings, the poor and the rich, and thus they conclude their time here in
earth. First obviously, the poor dies, condemned to live without the necessary cares. He is received by the
angels, who take care of him and they bring him to heavens “near Abraham”. Then, afterwards, the rich too
dies and he receives the special funeral rites by the pagan members who do not believe in God, as is the case
of the parable of the good Samaritan. Why are they better? Because they know how to offer the mercy of the
Father to him who invokes it with his fame and with his poverty. Up till now the story of Jesus does not offer
nothing in particular: it is the photo of what will happen every day in our cities.

God infact does not accept the honours of the rich man. He ends up “in the hell where there is pain”. today we
might seem scandalized, that Jesus wants to make us afraid, that he does not need to talk about hell and fire,
that everything is an invention of the priests, who want to make the people afraid so that they can remain in
command. But Jesus laugh at our fear and our criticism and he continue without letting himself feel
conditioned by our stupidity. The rich in the sufferings will have no discounts and no way out: he recognized
the goodness of Lazarus and thinks of being able to receive the pieces of attention which he himself have
always negated him to have.

And Abraham himself, with his authority, answers him. We say that he offers the answer to God himself. The
situation after the death does not change anyone.: we prepare it ourselves here, while we live here on earth..
Then we will enjoy the consequences. You live here exercising love? You will find the door of the heart of
Jesus open, because he can make you participate in his life. Here you negate the love to whom does not have?
You will live this shortness for ever. Jesus does not keep track of the phantasies of those who propose the
re-incarnation in order to alieve the heaviness of our responsibility.

He wants to give a lesson to those who expect a miracle to be convinced of what will expect them after death.
But miracles do not convince anyone. Who is rich, egoist and proud is not interested in beautiful miracles and
surprises. Jesus thus puts in the mouth of the rich words that seem merciful and compassion for his many
brothers, up to five like the fingers of a hand: he asks Abraham for the miracle to resuscitate Lazarus for a
moment, so that he will make him enter in that house from which he has been excluded. The rich man believes
that his brothers, when they see Lazarus resurrected will change their lives. The answer which the Lord
attributes to Abraham is very straight: “They have Moses and the prophets: they should listen to them”. As if
to say: “they have the Bible and they are able to read it. The word of God is very clear and it teaches the road
of life, and how to avoid the way of death. It is enough to take it seriously, listen to it and obey it. Whoever
does not listen to the Word written is not able to make positive and humble conclusions

The teachings like those of Amos and Jesus, are always actual. Saint Paul summarizes to his disciple timothy:
he recommends “avoid these things”, that is, avoid the avidity to money “which is the root of all evil:

and the will to get rich enhanced by what is around our. The disciple therefore must always be ready to “fight
the good fight of faith: in order for him to arrive to all men with the good news of the gospel of Jesus. He is
the one who must be our desire, he must occupy our love, to be the movement of every our action., which will
be holy and efficacious in view of the kingdom of God. We will reach the “eternal life” that life which is full
of joy and utility for all, serenity which does not finish with death, but it leaves peace on earth behind us,
while entering, we are in the hands of God, in the future world.
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