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Reading 1 ACTS 9,26-31 Psalm 21 Reading 2 1JN 3,18-24 Gospel JN 15,1-8

The first reading is telling us about the return of Saul to Jerusalem after he had met Jesus, who has blinded
him and has conquered his heart. He has been baptised in Damascus by that community, and now he comes to
meet as a Christian those Christians he used to persecute to death.

What could the young convert possibly expect by going to the apostles and the other believers! Maybe a
hand? Instead He only found suspicion. Barnabas had to intervene, with all his authority of a wise and pius
man: he had already met Him in Damascus and he had enjoyed his change of heart.

Once overcome this difficulty, in the Holy City Saul found a new challenge: the Jews, to whom he was able to
announce his faith in the name of Jesus, were trying to kill him, so much so that the community of the new
believers had to send him back to the city he was born in, Tarsus. So they ensured he was safe, and then they
forgot all about him. He was able to experience in this way some serious pruning!

Through this experience of his, he understood the words Jesus had given to His disciples during the Last
Supper. In that occasion the Lord had spoken about the Father by drawing a similarity between him and the
farmer who approaches the vines with a pair of scissors and, without pity, he cuts the dry branches and he
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prunes them. The young Saul must have felt like a vine suffering hard the pruning!

The farmer knows that the fruit of the vine will be better and more flavoursome after this pruning, and so also
the spiritual fruit of the believer’s life will be more useful for the Kingdom of God after they will have let
themselves to be “worked on” by the Father.

Every believer experiences one or more pruning, which can happen through providential circumstances:
sickness, events which prevent from achieving what they would like, from following their dream in the
professional or family life, obstacles or delays of different nature. The believer knows that these tests, which
make them suffer and train them to be patient, are known to the Father and are guided by His providential
love which can see further ahead than our intelligence and our desire. In every case the believer, or, better, we,
will try to remain in peace, untroubled and trusty. We know, as Saint Paul says, “that all things work together
for good for those who love God” (ROM 8,28).

We remain united to the Son of God, to Jesus, tightly hanging onto Him, who has carried a cross that, instead
of preventing Him from saving us, has allowed Him to fully obtain salvation for all men. United to Him, even
in the suffering caused by the nuisances and the heaviest prunings, our life will bear fruit, a ripe fruit, pleasing
to God and useful for men. They who remain united to Jesus, despite the fact that sometimes they might not
achieve anything appreciated by the world, their presence, mysteriously, will be of great use for many.

The apostle who felt especially loved by Jesus, John, is inviting us to cultivate one of the fruit which cannot
be lacking in those who are united to the Lord: love. Love needs to be lived with all our strength, in words and
in actions. And the actions which stem from love are reassuring us they are truthful, they are proof we are in
God and God is in us. Today then the Lord is illuminating our path: the tests and the crosses are not and we
cannot consider penances, but signs of the Father’s love, who is shaping us so we too become able to love like
He does! We will experience then that, after being united to Jesus in dying on the cross, we will be united to
Him also in the joy of resurrection.
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MARTIRÃ�VE SHQIPTARÃ�♦ 
• 

 English

Calendar for the current year• 
Homilies• 
Homilies 2002-2011• 
Calendar 2008-2010• 
Brochures• 

å�¨ä¸−å��

æ�¥æ��æ�¬å¹´åº¦ .cC• 
å°�å��å−� Op

å°�å��å−� Op♦ 
æ��å¤§å�©å”³æ��å£«♦ 
1. æ�� é“� çº² è¦“♦ 
2. ç¬¬ä¸’è®²Â·æ�¥è·�é��æ��Â·♦ 

• 

æ�¥æ�� 2008-2011• 

 Urdu

Calendario cinque pani Ù¾Ø§Ù�Ú� Ø±Ù�Ù¹Û� Ú©Û�Ù�Ù�Ú�• 

 Deutsch

Kalender fÃ¼r das laufende Jahr• 
Kleinschriften

Kleinschriften â’�FÃ¼nf Gerstenbroteâ’�♦ 
Einleitung♦ 
Ã�briggebliebene StÃ¼cke♦ 
AbbÃ ♦ 
Befreiungsgebet♦ 
Vater unser - Band 1♦ 
Vater unser - Band 2♦ 
Vater unser - Band 3♦ 
Wie der Tau♦ 
Die Psalmen♦ 
Siebzig mal sieben mal♦ 
Die Hingabe♦ 
Notizen von Vigilius, dem heiligen Bischof von Trient♦ 
Ich gehe zur Messe♦ 
Glaube und Leben♦ 

• 
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Du bist mein Sohn♦ 
Er nannte sie Apostel♦ 
Sie fordern Zeichen, sie suchen Weisheit♦ 

Kalender 2008-2011• 

 RomÃ¢n

Calendaristic pentru anul curent• 
Calendare 2010-2011• 

 á�¥á��á� á��á�£á��á��

á��á��á��á��á��á��á��á� á�� á��á��á��á��á��á��á��á� á�� á�¬á��á��á�¡ Cc• 
á��á��á��á��á��á��á��á� á�� 2009-2011• 

 no Brasil

CalendÃ¡rio para o ano corrente• 
CalendÃ¡rios 2008-2010• 
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