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Reading 1 SIR 27,30-28,7 Psalm 102 Reading 2 ROM 14,7-9 Gospel MT 18,21-35

The Lord is teaching us to live together. With last Sunday's readings He has taught us to amend each other
with love; today He is giving us another important teaching.

Even in the midst of the community there are sinners, people who are wronging us or offending us. How
should we behave towards them? Should we follow the law of «an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth»? Take
revenge up to seven times like Cain?

Saint Paul is telling us we do not live for ourselves, but for the Lord! Then also the reasons behind our
behaviours and our «justified» reactions need to be found accordingly: for the Lord, how do our behaviours
need to be, our reactions? Our brethren, and also people who are not part of the Christian community, need to
be able to see in our life the reflection of the light of God’s face.

How does God behave? How does He react to the men’s sin? What are His reactions towards the people
offending Him? We cannot say we do not know: just praying the Psalm we get to know that “He pardons all
your iniquities, heals all your ills; ... Not according to our sins does he deal with us, nor does he requite us
according to our crimes. ... As far as the east is from the west, so far has he put our transgressions from us”.

OMELIE / Omelie EN 3
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If our God behaves like this, how could we dare behave differently? If God forgives and He is always open to
forgive, how could we dare seek revenge or fuel feelings of anger? We want to be children of our God’s, so
similar to Him. The similarity with God cannot be just external, but it will be the similarity of actions and
reactions of the soul and the spirit.

The first reading from the book of Sirach is giving us precious and convincing teachings. “Could anyone
nourish anger against another and expect healing from the Lord?”. “Remember your last days, set enmity
aside”. “Remember the Most High’s covenant, and overlook faults”.

These teachings are at the bottom of the beautiful and useful parable Jesus tells Peter to help him understand
the answer He has given him: up to “seventy-seven times”. Peter had asked how often, according to Jesus, he
should forgive people offending Him. He thought he would be very generous by offering seven times. And it
was really a generous thing: we ourselves, in fact, often say, “the second time I might forgive you, but the
third...”. Jesus instead does not want us to keep count, does not want the lump sum of our acts of love, as a
mother, who never keeps count of them. They who keep count of the acts of love do not love. They who keep
count of how many times they forgive, do not forgive. God is not acting that way.

Jesus tells in the parable that the servant says to the master: “Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in
Sfull”, and the master not only showed patience, but he took pity on him and cancelled the full debt. This is the
example God gives us, the behaviour we should keep joyfully and truly gratefully.

They who do not behave as the Father behaves with us, will not be able to enjoy the forgiveness they have
already received too. Their soul cannot receive the eternal life, so God’s life: by rejecting the forgiveness, they
have already rejected it as well.

We feel forgiving is quite demanding, but when we do so we realise that it is a source of great joy,
brotherhood, peace, life. It is a little bit of God’s life which enters the world through us!

We say thank you, Lord Jesus, because you make us able to give forgiveness to the brethren as a sign of the
Father’s love and His welcome. So we make known and allow to be loved His goodness, so we give glory to
Him and You, so we «import» in the world the life which is a source of Life!
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¢ Vater unser - Band 1
¢ Vater unser - Band 2
¢ Vater unser - Band 3
¢ Wie der Tau

SCRITTI IN ALTRE LINGUE


https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/jesus_est_ressuscite_alleluia,226.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/mais_jesus_gardait_le_silence,227.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/marthe_marie_et_jesus,228.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_pardonne,230.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/parle_seigneur,231.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/le_pain_nouveau,232.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_vais_a_la_messe,233.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Ofrancese.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/24
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Calbanese2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kalendarik_pr_vitin_aktua,81/martirve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/shqiptar,78/martir_ve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/5
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/26
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Oinglese.htm
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Cinglese2010.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/brochures,131/way_of_the_cross,673.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/14
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/__,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/op,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,298.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,482.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/op,71/page,203.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CCina2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/38
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/12
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/deutsch,65/einleitung_fnf_gerstenbro,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/kleinschriften_f_nf_gerstenbrote,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/einleitung,475.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/briggebliebene_st_cke,217.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/abba,205.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/befreiungsgebet,742.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,220.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,219.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,218.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/wie_der_tau,206.html

17/09/2023 - 24th Sunday in O. T. - Year A

¢ Die Psalmen

¢ Siebzig mal sieben mal
¢ Die Hingabe
¢ Notizen von Vigilius. dem heiligen Bischof von Trient

¢ Ich gehe zur Messe
¢ Glaube und Leben

4 Du bist mein Sohn

¢ Er nannte sie Apostel

¢ Sie fordern Zeichen., sie suchen Weisheit
e Kalender 2008-2011

B BRomA¢n

e Calendaristic pentru anul curent
e Calendare 2010-2011
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B3 no Brasil

e CalendA;rio para o ano corrente
e CalendA;rios 2008-2010
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SCRITTI IN ALTRE LINGUE


https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_psalmen,208.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/siebzig_mal_sieben_mal,207.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_hingabe,210.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/notizen_von_vigilius_dem_heiligen_bischof_von_trient,209.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/ich_gehe_zur_messe,211.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/glaube_und_leben,212.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/du_bist_mein_sohn,213.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/er_nannte_sie_apostel,214.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/sie_fordern_zeichen_sie_suchen_weisheit,215.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CDe2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/16
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CRom2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/18
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CGeorgia2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/20
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CBrasil2010.htm
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