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Ist reading 2 Kings 4, 8-11. 14-16; from Psalm dal 8; 2 reading Rom 6, 3-4. 8-11; Gospel Mt 10, 37-42

The story told in the Second Book of the Kings is really beautiful: it is divine providence the generous
hospitality that the distinguished woman of Shunem offers to the prophet Elisha, in accord with her husband.
And it is also beautiful to see how Elisha, the great prophet, asks with great humility to his servant for advice
on how to recognize and reward the benefit he received. Lastly, it is beautiful to hear the prophet’s servant
suggesting a great thing, that man is not able to achieve. As a matter of fact, only God could send a child to
that woman, to her that has never had one, and above all having a husband already old. In this way then, we
can see God at work through the generosity, the obedience, the faith and the prayer of His faithful.

For sure Jesus had this event in mind, and from it he also took a leaf out of its book to provide the suggestions
and exhortations that he presented us with in the talks addressed to His disciples. “If anyone gives so much as
a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is a disciple, then in truth I tell you, he will most
certainly not go without his reward”: just like the woman of Shunem, who, benefitting the prophet, received
from God as a compensation an unexpected miracle. But men can be way more generous than somebody who
offers a glass of water to a disciple of Jesus’. There is also someone who “welcomes a prophet because he is a
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prophet’: God will reward them like if they themselves were faithful prophets! The same for whoever
“welcomes an upright person because he is upright”! We have ample opportunity to make God to be in our
debt! To say something like this could seem too much to dare, but it is matching Jesus’ promises. Our eyes
must be kept open in order to recognize the upright people and the prophets, as well as our Lord’s little
disciples; our heart must always be ready to fulfil God’s will and to help whoever is fulfilling it. The
revelation that is given to us today reaches its acme when Jesus tells us that “anyone who welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me”. To welcome God directly, the Father, is possible: just welcome whom He
sent! But, someone may say, how can we do this if we cannot see Jesus any more, now that He ascended into
Heaven? Blessed those who have met Him along the way, like Zacchaeus or Martha and Maria, but what
about us? We can welcome Jesus and God the Father that has sent Him as well: but how? “Anyone who
welcomes you welcomes me”! Jesus is telling precisely this to His apostles. Just welcome any of those who
our Lord has sent and you will realize that you actually received the blessing and the peace and all the gifts
you can receive from the presence of God within you and in your house.

Nevertheless, Jesus introduced his talk with quite shocking affirmations. The love for Him is an exclusive
one, so it rules out anybody else. This is affirmation of His surprises us, or even frightens us. I cannot say that
I 'love Jesus if I prefer to listen to somebody else. “No one who prefers father or mother to me is worthy of me.
No one who prefers son or daughter to me is worthy of me”: to be worthy of the Son of God it is necessary to
prefer Him over anybody else, even over the most sacred relationships. After all this is the most true and
deepest way to love the people we love, to give them a heart, our heart, all filled with the Holy Spirit, all
devoted to the God of life and peace! As a matter of fact, to love does not mean to please, but to enrich the
person you love with all the treasures of a new heart filled with holy fear of God. It is because of this, to be
filled with Holy Spirit and of all His fruits, that we love Jesus over anything and everybody else. In this way,
even our love for parents and our children becomes perfect, true love.

Saint Paul brings us back to the baptism: that is the moment that has consecrated our union with Jesus Christ.
We have been united to Him when we accepted the death of our old self, our selfish life all turned towards
ourselves, to give way to the “new life” that is the life of the risen. “You must see yourselves as being dead to
sin but alive for God in Christ Jesus”. “Being dead to sin” means that we are not part of the incredulity of the
world any more, source of all the selfishness. “Alive for God in Christ Jesus” is about sharing God’s love, that
love that can offer a glass of water, welcome the prophet and help the upright, thanks to the unity with the Son
of God. The life of the Church is the love of all the baptized ones who, thanks to their unity with Jesus Christ,
all together implement those works of mercy and affection, of goodness and justice of our Father who is in
Heaven. To be able to truly love every person and all men with the strength and the grace of God’s love and to
set up in this way the Kingdom of Heaven, for these very reasons we give all our heart to Jesus.
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https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/broschures,224.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_celui_qui_est,476.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/soixante-dix-sept_fois,204.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/il_les_appela_apotres,221.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/en_lui_est_la_vie,222.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/cache_dans_le_nuage,223.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/les_armes_de_l_esprit,225.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/jesus_est_ressuscite_alleluia,226.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/mais_jesus_gardait_le_silence,227.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/marthe_marie_et_jesus,228.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_pardonne,230.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/parle_seigneur,231.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/le_pain_nouveau,232.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_vais_a_la_messe,233.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Ofrancese.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/24
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Calbanese2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kalendarik_pr_vitin_aktua,81/martirve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/shqiptar,78/martir_ve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/5
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/26
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Oinglese.htm
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Cinglese2010.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/brochures,131/way_of_the_cross,673.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/14
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/__,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/op,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,298.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,482.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/op,71/page,203.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CCina2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/38
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/12
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/deutsch,65/einleitung_fnf_gerstenbro,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/kleinschriften_f_nf_gerstenbrote,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/einleitung,475.html
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¢ Befreiungsgebet

¢ Vater unser - Band 1
¢ Vater unser - Band 2
¢ Vater unser - Band 3
¢ Wie der Tau

¢ Die Psalmen

¢ Siebzig mal sieben mal
¢ Die Hingabe
¢ Notizen von Vigilius. dem heiligen Bischof von Trient

¢ Ich gehe zur Messe
¢ Glaube und Leben

4 Du bist mein Sohn

¢ Er nannte sie Apostel

¢ Sie fordern Zeichen., sie suchen Weisheit
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https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/briggebliebene_st_cke,217.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/abba,205.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/befreiungsgebet,742.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,220.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,219.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,218.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/wie_der_tau,206.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_psalmen,208.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/siebzig_mal_sieben_mal,207.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_hingabe,210.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/notizen_von_vigilius_dem_heiligen_bischof_von_trient,209.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/ich_gehe_zur_messe,211.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/glaube_und_leben,212.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/du_bist_mein_sohn,213.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/er_nannte_sie_apostel,214.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/sie_fordern_zeichen_sie_suchen_weisheit,215.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CDe2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/16
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CRom2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/18
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CGeorgia2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/20
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CBrasil2010.htm
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