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Prayers for vocations

Reading 1 ACTS 2,14.36-41 * Psalm 22 * Reading 2 1PT 2,20-25 * Gospel JN 10,1-10

Today’s gospel helps us understand the value of the symbol of our faith! This is like the voice of the shepherd
which the sheep recognise. The Creed is a list of truths, called “Symbol of the faith”: in a short form it
summarises those truths without which we cannot call ourselves Christians. Through it we recognise who is a
brother of ours and we can distinguish them from those who cannot call themselves so. It is the sign of
recognition for Catholics, Orthodox people and protestants, it is the expression of the common faith that
makes us brethren in Jesus Christ. If anyone included any changes in the Symbol of faith, this would be
considered an heresy, he would be among those false friends the apostles recommend us to protect ourselves
against, because they are dangerous for our life. Changing something in the Creed means in fact accepting a
different version of God, and therefore of the man, and with it shaking the foundations of our coexistence and
our way to love and value one another. It is not random that putting together the Creed has taken so much
effort, has required so many decades and needed many discussions during Councils and Synods. At the
beginning the Creed was short, not much longer than crossing ourselves nowadays. In time, the holy fathers
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have felt the need to defend the believers from subtle heresies which would have, going forward, made the
faith useless, with no value for hope and fruitless for charity. In different times, every time it was necessary,
were arranged Councils of Bishops in order to find the exact and complete formulations for the Christians'
faith, in harmony with the holy Gospels and with the old tradition of the Church. The Symbol we recite today
is called Nicene-Constantinopolitan, because it has been created during the Council of Nicea (325) and it was
then completed in Constantinople (328). A Christian cannot be satisfied with knowing the symbol of the faith
by heart, but they need to have taken in and understood its content, a thing that happens through long periods
of taking part in the liturgy and catechism.

We, in the great abundance of words and talks that are offered to and even shouted at us, need to be able to
distinguish between what is true and what is deceiving, what is coming from the Lord and what is prepared by
His enemy. Here it is, the Creed, even in its shortest form, is a proper criteria. If any doctrine or any attractive
argument is different from it, we need to strengthen our awareness. In case, we need to ask for help to
someone who knows our faith better.

Recognizing the voice of our Shepherd is of vital importance, in order not to follow false shepherds and find
then ourselves following paths without peace that do not bring us anything but trying to satisfy our or other
people’s selfishness! The Creed is helping us with this work of choosing, as are helping us those in the
Church who have the charisma and the task of representing the Shepherd, the guide, the protector!

In this fourth Sunday of Easter the whole Church is praying the Father to give always the gift of these people
to His people, because we need them, because we are always poor, weak and ignorant. We need someone to
turn us towards Jesus, “the gate for the sheep”: if we get the wrong gate we will not access the peace and the
house of the Father! Jesus insists in telling us that He is the gate, the true gate, the one used by they who act in
the light, who do not want to deceive anyone. The thieves do not go through the door, but they look for other
accesses because they would like to pass unnoticed and act in a hidden way not to be recognised. The
shepherd, and anyone in harmony with him loves the sheep, enters through the door. So, Jesus is the gate for
anyone who love the men! If I see someone who avoid Jesus, I will be careful, I will not trust him! If someone
avoid Jesus or are ignoring Him in their reasoning and in their choices, they are people I need to consider a
danger to me!

Jesus is my shepherd, He is my gate! “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation!” Saint Peter says today,
recommending to make haste and run to Jesus! It does not matter if we will have to suffer with Him, carrying
the cross with patience, but with Him we will be safe, because He is “the shepherd and guardian of your
souls”!

Let us pray then so the Lord may call many to follow Him and to serve Him, and let us pray so those who hear
the calling may answer generously. In the Church there will still be they who can exercise the charisma and
the service of the shepherd! And of course let us pray also for those who already have this task, so they may
be strong, joyful and serene and their work may be fruitful!
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https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/28
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/franais,62/je_suis_celui_qui_est,224.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/broschures,224.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_celui_qui_est,476.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/soixante-dix-sept_fois,204.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/il_les_appela_apotres,221.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/en_lui_est_la_vie,222.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/cache_dans_le_nuage,223.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/les_armes_de_l_esprit,225.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/jesus_est_ressuscite_alleluia,226.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/mais_jesus_gardait_le_silence,227.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/marthe_marie_et_jesus,228.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_suis_pardonne,230.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/parle_seigneur,231.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/le_pain_nouveau,232.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/broschures,64/je_vais_a_la_messe,233.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Ofrancese.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/24
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Calbanese2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kalendarik_pr_vitin_aktua,81/martirve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/shqiptar,78/martir_ve_shqiptar,290.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/5
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/26
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Oinglese.htm
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/Cinglese2010.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/brochures,131/way_of_the_cross,673.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/14
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/__,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/op,202.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,298.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/cinese,69/page,482.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/op,71/page,203.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CCina2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/38


Kalender fÃ¼r das laufende Jahr• 
Kleinschriften

Kleinschriften â’�FÃ¼nf Gerstenbroteâ’�♦ 
Einleitung♦ 
Ã�briggebliebene StÃ¼cke♦ 
AbbÃ ♦ 
Befreiungsgebet♦ 
Vater unser - Band 1♦ 
Vater unser - Band 2♦ 
Vater unser - Band 3♦ 
Wie der Tau♦ 
Die Psalmen♦ 
Siebzig mal sieben mal♦ 
Die Hingabe♦ 
Notizen von Vigilius, dem heiligen Bischof von Trient♦ 
Ich gehe zur Messe♦ 
Glaube und Leben♦ 
Du bist mein Sohn♦ 
Er nannte sie Apostel♦ 
Sie fordern Zeichen, sie suchen Weisheit♦ 

• 

Kalender 2008-2011• 

 RomÃ¢n

Calendaristic pentru anul curent• 
Calendare 2010-2011• 

 á�¥á��á� á��á�£á��á��

á��á��á��á��á��á��á��á� á�� á��á��á��á��á��á��á��á� á�� á�¬á��á��á�¡ Cc• 
á��á��á��á��á��á��á��á� á�� 2009-2011• 

 no Brasil

CalendÃ¡rio para o ano corrente• 
CalendÃ¡rios 2008-2010• 
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https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/12
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/deutsch,65/einleitung_fnf_gerstenbro,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/kleinschriften_f_nf_gerstenbrote,216.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/einleitung,475.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/briggebliebene_st_cke,217.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/abba,205.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/befreiungsgebet,742.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,220.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,219.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/vater_unser_-_band,218.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/wie_der_tau,206.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_psalmen,208.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/siebzig_mal_sieben_mal,207.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/die_hingabe,210.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/notizen_von_vigilius_dem_heiligen_bischof_von_trient,209.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/ich_gehe_zur_messe,211.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/glaube_und_leben,212.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/du_bist_mein_sohn,213.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/er_nannte_sie_apostel,214.html
https://www.cinquepani.it/pagine/dettaglio/kleinschriften,67/sie_fordern_zeichen_sie_suchen_weisheit,215.html
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CDe2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/16
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CRom2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/18
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CGeorgia2011.htm
https://www.cinquepani.it/eventi/elenca_per_categoria/20
http://old.cinquepani.it/X2011/CBrasil2010.htm
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